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Knoxdale Community School Council (KCSC) 
Meeting Minutes - DRAFT 

September 16 !
Please visit our website at www.knoxdaleps.ocdsb.ca
 Please contact the KCSC at knoxdalecouncil@gmail.com !
Chair: Jean-Paul Larochette 
Vice-Chair: Heather Gordon 
Secretary: Karyn Curtis  
Treasurer:Peter Goold 
OCASC Rep: Geoff Pearce 
Attendees: Karyn Curtis, Peter Goold, Heather Gordon, Jean-Paul Larochette, Heather 
McDonald, Matt Thornington, Kate Parry, Stephanie Willey, Krista Cajka, Andrew Bell, 
Jen Hartman, Patti Grover, Geoff Pearce, Albert Cheung, Sara Hendriksen, Alexa 
Devine, Megan Sproule-Jones, Darclee Ziegler, Andrea Williams, Caretta Williams-
DeAveira, Beth Williamson, Robin Wright, Tom MacLean !
Call to Order – Karyn Curtis 
Karyn called the meeting to order, in Bruce’s absence. !
Approval of May Minutes – Karyn Curtis  
The June minutes were passed. Motion to approve: Beth Williamson, seconded: Peter 
Goold !
KCSC Election – Andrea Williams 
The slate was acclaimed (see last page of minutes for complete slate.) Andrea 
congratulated and welcomed all. !
Chair’s Report – Jean-Paul Larochette 
Jean-Paul introduced himself and pledged to lead an active and supportive Council. !
Jean-Paul outlined his objectives for the coming school year: 

• Create a Council website – currently the Council site is part of the Knoxdale
website. This means that our website can only be updated by the Principal (or
designate), which is rather cumbersome and inefficient (the process, not the
Principal – she’s great!)

• Improve contact with parents
• Increase fathers’ involvement in school and Council activities
• Develop a “starter kit” for volunteer positions, setting out the actions and steps

involved in given activities, so that the transition is smooth and straightforward for
those coming into the positions

• Promote volunteering  – through Council activities or in the school, on field trips,
etc. All are excellent ways to become involved with your child’s school
experience.

• Consider setting up subcommittees for specific Council projects and endeavours
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• Improve communication – coordinate flyers and other means of getting 
information out 

• Enhance meeting content – bring in more speakers, address various areas of 
interest, e.g., Bring Your Own Device, transportation. If you have a topic you 
would like addressed, please email Council and let us know.  

• Increase social aspect of Council meetings – add a social component, bring 
refreshments 

• Develop a Council Board, with photos of members, minutes, etc,. so that the 
information is available and accessible to everyone !

There is lots of council information on the OCDSB website, which is quite useful. http://
www.ocdsb.ca/par/sc/Pages/default.aspx  !
As well, the Board sends a weekly School Council Newsletter http://www.ocdsb.ca/par/
sc/info-n-updates/Pages/default.aspx.  
  
Principal’s Report – Andrea Williams 
Andrea presented the following report: 
* Welcome and introductions- Introducing your new team! !
* Start Up- We have had a great start to the 2014-2015 school year! We were expecting 
578 students and our current enrolment is 601. We are always excited to welcome new 
eagles to the team.  We worked very hard to make sure a smooth transition was in 
place for our new students and our returning students, and the response from parents 
has been very positive. Our first objective is that students and parents feel welcomed 
into our community and that the students are in a safe and supported environment for 
their learning. !
* Staffing Update- We have had a change in our staffing allocation: last year our total 
staffing was 31.50 (including P and VP) and this year our staffing is 32.96. We have 
increased by one homeroom class (losing one class in the MFI program and gaining two 
classes in EFI - from the 2013-2014 to this school year). We also have a 1.5 EA 
allocation to our school this year. Staffing has still not been finalized. This means that 
Planning is still reviewing the numbers across the Board and is determining whether or 
not classes at some sites need to be collapsed due to low numbers or increased due to 
much higher than anticipated numbers. As always, in the event of a re-org we will be in 
contact with affected families directly.  
We welcome the following new staff members to our team: 
Laura Prusha- SK EFI (LTO behind Meaghan Leung) 
Karl Herbert- Grade 1 EFI 
Malika Bennani- Grade 1/2 EFI 
Doris Breckon- Grade 3/4 EFI 
Shealyn Visser- Grade 4/5 MFI (LTO behind Barb Muller) 
Richard Chauvin- Grade 6 MFI (LTO behind Jean-Guy Charette) 
Jessica Barbeau- EA (behind Andrea Gauthier) 
David Chalk – ETFI Primary and Junior (LTO behind Trevor Starkes) 
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Our kinder team has also grown with the addition of four new ECEs- Casandra Williams, 
Amy Steenbakkers, Kayleigh Stepanian, and Sarah Varrin. Our EDP has grown as well 
with five sections open at this time. !
* Opening Assemblies- Our start up is always a busy time and one that is filled with 
excitement. In the first week of school, we held two assemblies - one for the primary 
students and one for the junior students. The focus of each was building our character 
along with building our academic skills. Why be good when we can be great? 
  
* School Improvement Plan for Student Achievement (SIPSA) 
As a school team we develop a SIPSA and identify goals that serve as our collective 
focus and something we will be exploring and striving to improve upon. In the coming 
weeks we will be working as a team to build our learning plan for this year. As a school 
team we will be busy refining our instructional strategies, engaging in professional 
dialogue and working together to improve and meet the needs of our individual 
students.  Students will also still be working towards the great number of other 
expectations in all curricular areas.  As always, we welcome parent involvement in the 
process and will share our plans with you as they develop. !
* Safety is always a priority.  Our medical concerns are of highest priority.  At this time 
we have close to 30 students with severe life-threatening allergies.  With this in mind, 
we have designated all classrooms nut-free and communication has been sent home to 
all families with this message.  Students are not to share food and we are walking the 
talk of the Healthy Schools Act. Where food is included as a classroom event we are 
expecting only fruit, vegetables and cheese.  Your help in following these guidelines is 
deeply appreciated.  In all communications that we have had with home, we highlight 
safety.  At all of our staff meetings we have addressed safety.  Our visitor sign-in 
protocols are in place, all of our teachers wear id tags. We have a terrific parent 
community who are excellent at following our protocols.  Our safety procedures have 
been updated – we will be having three fire drills in the near future and one lockdown 
practice this fall.  This follows school Board policy.  All of our emergency procedures 
were developed in partnership with Greenbank Middle School as well.  !
* Other items: 
Knoxdale has a Safe Schools Team and is looking for a parent representative. Jen 
Hartman volunteered to take this on – thank you, Jen! !
* Upcoming Events 
September 18:  Curriculum Night 
September 26: Terry Fox Run 
October 8: Photo Day 

  
We look forward to fabulous year – working in partnership with our parent community to 
do the best that we can for your kids.   !!
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Vice-Principal’s Report – Caretta Williams-DeAveira 
Caretta introduced herself and gave a brief outline of her career, which includes stints in 
Toronto, Ottawa, W.O. Mitchell Elementary School and Glen Cairn Public School. She is 
now also doing kindergarten coverage, and encourages parents to volunteer and watch 
their kids at play, as these are moments to be treasured.  !
The EQAO results are in and will be shared at the next meeting.  !
We will be doing the Tell Them From Me survey in May. The survey will include a parent 
component again, and we are hoping for increased participation. A question was raised 
about accessing the survey, as some had difficulty. Caretta noted the concern and will 
look into it.  !
We have not yet heard whether we are getting the five in-class tutors we requested. !
We now have one teacher trained in the Empower Reading Program (http://
www.sickkids.ca/LDRP/Empower-Reading/index.html), a reading remediation program 
designed to help struggling readers. The teacher will deliver the program for Grades  
3-5, starting next week. 
   
Teacher’s Report  – Sarah McCloy 
Lunch monitors are already in classes. Grade 6 students were so enthusiastic about 
being lunch monitors that 65 volunteered for 42 spots! We will be doing a two-month 
rotation, so that everyone gets an opportunity. !
Recycling monitors start next week. These Grade 5 and 5 monitors help primary 
students ensure they are recycling as much as they can and putting their recycling in 
the right place. !
Cross-country running has started, Girls soccer signup is underway (Grades 5 and 6) 
and the Eco Team is up and running. Students are encouraged to listen to 
announcements as this is where information about clubs and activities is given. A list will 
go in the next newsletter, as well. !
We are resuming our Litterless Lunch initiative. Knoxdale is the only school in the area 
to receive a Gold certification, and we are looking to retain our strength in this area. !
Treasurer’s Report – Peter Goold  
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over from the previous Council donation, which Council agreed was a worthwhile 
initiative.    !
Picnic – Jean-Paul Larochette 
The Family Fun Picnic was a great success! Although the weather was uncooperative 
throughout the day, the sun came out at the last moment and saved the day. Lots of 
Knoxdale families participated (despite the earlier rain), J-P and his gang of fathers 
BBQd their hearts out, and $500 was raised. This money will be used to enrich 
Knoxdale students’ learning experience, so it buys much more than a burger. Thank you 
everyone who volunteered their time and all those who came out to support this fun 
community event!  !
Family Fun Dance – Jen Hartman 
The dance will be held Thursday, Oct. 9, the night before Friday’s PA Day. Music will 
again be provided by the incomparable Helen. We will have pizza, chips, drinks, baked 
goods, games and prizes. If you would like to contribute nut-free baked goods (or small 
loot bag-type prizes), please email Council. All contributions gratefully accepted☺  !
We would also like offer healthier fare, and are open to suggestions as to how to 
accomplish this. If you have any ideas or suggestions, please let us know!  !
Please also let us know if you are able to help out the night of the dance. Jobs range 
from set-up to clean-up, ticket sales to food handling – there’s something for everyone. 
This is always a very fun, energy-filled event and an excellent way to kick off the new 
school year, so we hope to see lots of Knoxdale families there! !

 Knoxdale Community School Council (KCSC) 
Treasurer's Report  September 16th 2014 
Register Balance 34,780.42$  
Outstanding Items 
Subway (4,462.00)$  
Subtotal 30,318.42$  
Budget Items 
KPS Grant (12,000.00)$  
Leaving Fund (1,100.00)$  
Trend Arlington Donation (200.00)$  
Hot Chocolate Day (150.00)$  
Supplies (100.00)$  
OCASC Membership (35.00)$  
Bank Fees (100.00)$  
School in Need (1,800.00)$  
Reserve (2,000.00)$  
Forecast 12,833.42$  
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Council provided a $500 float for the dance. Motion to approve: Tom MacLean, 
seconded: Jean-Paul Larochette. !
Open Forum 
Council provided a $500 float to Sara Hendriksen and the Craft and Bake Sale 
organizing committee, as she will be absent for the next meeting. Motion to approve: 
Tom MacLean; seconded: Heather Gordon. !
A pizza coordinator may have been found! Also, Geoff Pearce will look into the 
possibility of automated administration for pizza, which would make this task simpler. 
We will also examine coordinating Knoxdale pizza days with Greenbank, to maximize 
efficiency and minimize work. !
The only thing better than pizza is – books! Tom MacLean has graciously agreed/
submitted to JP’s badgering and will coordinate Book Fair. A huge thank you to Tom for 
agreeing to take over this much-loved and eagerly anticipated event. !
of-Beth Williamson, Robin Wright and Heather McDonald have agreed to organize Hot 
Chocolate Day – thank you ladies! !
Replacement of the play structure on the kindergarten playground was discussed. 
Andrea will check with our Councillor on the structure’s expiry date, as this will help 
inform our replacement plan. !
Our Parents Reaching Out grant will be used to bring Tina Daniels to Knoxdale to 
deliver a talk on bullying, on October 23. More details to follow. !
The Council website needs updating. We will be examining the best way to do this, and 
looking for help. !
Next meeting to be held on Tuesday, October 7, 2014, @ 7:00 p.m. in the Knoxdale 
Library. All are welcome! ! !!

2014-2015 COUNCIL MEMBERS !!
 Chair       JP Larochette 
    

Vice-Chair      Heather Gordon   
      
Secretary      Karyn Curtis !
Treasurer      Peter Goold !

!  6



DR
AF
T

Immediate Past Chair    Melanie Haskins !
Volunteer Coordinator(s)    Kate Parry !
School Principal and Vice-Principal  Andrea Williams, Caretta 
Williams DeAveiro !
Teaching Staff Representative(s) Linda Arena-Glenn, Aaron 

Corbett, Sarah McCloy !
Non-Teaching Staff Representative(s) VACANT !
Ottawa-Carleton Assembly of School Council (OCASC) Rep  Geoff 
Pearce !
Ottawa-Carleton District School Board (OCDSB) Rep  VACANT !!
Program/Fundraising Coordinators & Council Representatives !!
Pizza Lunch Coordinator(s)  Sept.-June VACANT  !
Subway Lunch Coordinator(s)  Sept.-June VACANT !
KnoxNotes Coordinator(s)   Sept.-June Trudy Price 

  
 Mabel’s Labels    Sept.-June VACANT !
 PRO Grant    Sept.-June Stephanie Denison !
 Entertainment Book Sales   September Charmaine Kuran !

Head Checks Coordinator(s)  September VACANT !
Family Fun Dance Coordinator  Sept./Oct. Jen Hartman  !
Movie Night Coordinator(s)   Sept.-June Heather Gordon, Jen 
McGregor !
Craft and Bake Sale Coordinator(s) October Sara Hendriksen, 
Heather Linton !
Book Fair Coordinator   November Tom MacLean !
Community Services Coordinator(s) Nov./Dec. Trudy Price, Lori Webb 
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!
Hot Chocolate Day    December Beth Williamson, Robin 
Wright, Heather McDonald   !
QSP Magazine Sales   April  VACANT !
Family Fun Day Coordinator(s)  June  VACANT !
Grade 6 Wall Hand Painting Project Sept.-June VACANT !!
Members-at-Large 
  

   Beth Williamson, , Megan Sproule-Jones and Albert Cheung 
     !!!!!!!!!!!
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